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(( VISION "

To me it seems as if when God conceived the

world, that was Poetry; He formed it, and that was
Sculpture; He colored it, and that was Painting; He
peopled it with- living beings, and that ivas the grand,

dmine,. eternal Drama.

Charlotte CusHMAN.

Quoth Hamlet:-—"The play's the thing." And so we

welcome the appearance on the dramatic horizon of

the historical mystery play, Vision, the religious

drama in three acts that was so successfully pre-

sented in the college auditorium and in Lawrence,

Massachusetts, during last year. Rehearsals are

now under way for its second annual production.

The reputation for unusualness, interest, charm, in-

spiration, human insight, and dramatic verve,

which won for the production such widespread

commendation last year is expected greatly to in-

fluence an enlarged attendance and attention during

the coming performances of the Lenten Season. Up
to the present time not all of the characters have

been chosen. Many of last year's cast are missing,

and current rehearsals are rather in the nature of

try-outs for the vacant places than real preparation

for the play. Definite selection of characters with

their understudies, one to each part, will be made
before the Christmas vacation. Indeed, it is planned

to have the actual reherasals well under way by that

time. Owing to the pressure of both time and

studies, the production of a series of one-act plays,

which had been planned for late fall production,

has been postponed until the days immediately pre-

ceding Lent and following the mid-year examina-

tions.

Many new actors will be seen this year, notably

in the roles of Malchus, Jechonias, Gamaliel, Cai-

phas and David. With mingled gratitude and ad-

miration we recall at this point the splendid work
and achievements of the boys who last year inter-

preted these parts. The play itself has also under-

gone some changes in the way of an entirely new
opening scene and revision of most of the lines.

Apace with the work and progress in respect to

the actors and to the play itself, has been the work
and progress on the more efficient stage equipment.

New lighting system and control are being installed,

not without considerable cost. It is hoped, however,

that a repetition of last year's success will prevent

financial embarrassment on this score. One unit

alone, the dimmer, will cost several hundred dollars,

an expense more than justified by the vastly im-

proved lighting effects that will be obtainable and
that are so necessary for effective interpretation of

various portions of the production. Partly to the

interest of the Stanley Company of America are we
indebted for this equipment. Much of the scenery

also will be new, donated through the kindness of

the Shubert Theatre Corporation of New York City.

The time for the first performance at the college

will probably be during the first week of Lent, with

a matinee performance on the Saturday preceding

the first Sunday—this for the sisters of Philadel-

phia and vicinity—two other matinees during the

course of the following week, and a performance

every evening of the same. The word-of-mouth

publicity that has already attended the play, so

much so as to make it a frequent topic of conversa-

tion even at this late date, will, it is hoped, do much
toward successful production this year.

Other performances, away from the college, will

also be given. Arrangements for these are now
pending. As yet no definite itinerary can be an-

nounced, but probabilities point to presentation in

Pottsville, Reading and Scranton, Pennsylvania;

Riverside, New Jersey; Brooklyn, New York; and
Lawrence, Massachusetts. It was at Lawrence that

Vision had its premiere during the first of Holy

Week last year under the auspices of Father Philip

L. Colgan and other Augustinian Fathers of that

city.

The author of the play. Rev. John F. Burns, and
its director, Mr. John J. Clark, are still affiliated

with the college faculty in the fields respectively of

history and public speaking.
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